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Briefing for SPT Members 
on the Regional Transport Strategy (RTS) 
 
If you are a newly-elected Board Member of SPT, then congratulations and welcome.  
 

Headlines 

● We are asking you to intervene to ensure that the RTS is strengthened and that 
party manifesto commitments are delivered. The RTS is a statutory document which 
sets the direction for the next 15 years – you have one opportunity to get it right. 
 

● It is vital that the RTS commits SPT to using the new powers in the Transport Act 2019 – 
for ‘franchising’ and for establishing our own publicly-owned bus company for 
Strathclyde. 
 

● These must not just be described as one ‘Option’ to consider, but instead as the foundation 
for delivering all of the RTS’s Targets and Objectives, in line with the findings of the 
SYSTRA Study commissioned by SPT & Glasgow City Council. 

 

● Reducing public transport costs for everyone must be written into the RTS – not just for 
specific groups. This is vital to meet the wider RTS Objectives and not just for ‘Access’. 
 

● Bus fares in Strathclyde are some of the most expensive in the UK. We invite you to show 
your support for our Fair Fares Now! passenger rally outside SPT offices on Friday 30 
September 2022 at 9am. 

Who we are 
 
Get Glasgow Moving is the largest and most well-respected passenger lobby group in 
Strathclyde. We are a volunteer-run campaign founded in 2016 to demand a world-class, fully-
integrated, accessible and affordable public transport network for everyone in our region.  
Over the last six years Get Glasgow Moving has grown to nearly 12,000 supporters and over 200 
paying members and affiliates across the region. 
 

Bus deregulation has failed – what is to be done? 
 
To passengers it has been clear for decades that bus deregulation has completely failed.  
Bus fares have increased well above inflation and millions of miles of routes have been cut, 
exacerbating social exclusion and forcing more people into cars.  
 
Efforts to solve these problems through ‘partnerships’ with the bus operators have not worked. 
 
The Glasgow & Strathclyde Transport Act Scoping Study (the SYSTRA Study) commissioned 
by SPT & Glasgow City Council states that so-called ‘Bus Service Improvement Partnerships’ 
(BSIPs) are “unsuitable for delivering cheaper and fully-integrated fares”. They are therefore a 
complete dead end – repeating the same thing we have been trying for the last twenty years – 
and should not be pursued by SPT any further. 

https://you.38degrees.org.uk/p/fairfaresnow
https://www.getglasgowmoving.org/
https://you.38degrees.org.uk/p/getglasgowmoving
https://www.getglasgowmoving.org/#OurAffiliates
https://www.spt.co.uk/media/erpccv11/bus-scoping-study-summary-of-findings-january-2022.pdf
https://www.getglasgowmoving.org/
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Instead, the Study shows that bus ‘franchising’ is “suitable for delivering transformational 
change in bus infrastructure, bus services and fully integrated/simplified bus fares”, and 
that this power can and should be used in tandem with the power to establish a new publicly-

owned bus operator for Strathclyde. 
 
Our comparator city-regions in England – Greater Manchester and Liverpool City Region – are 
leading the way. Their regional transport authorities cannot set up publicly owned bus companies 
(it remains illegal in England), but they are both seizing the powers for ‘franchising’ available to 
them in England’s Bus Services Act 2017 to re-regulate all their region’s bus services. 
 
We expect our RTS to make a clear commitment to do the same. At present it does not. 
 

SPT Must Take a Lead 
 
This RTS is crucial. It will decide the future direction of our public transport network for the next 
20 years – taking us past our pressing 2030 climate targets. Nothing short of a total 
transformation of our public transport network will stand any chance of meeting these targets in 
just eight years. 
 
You are part of the new SPT Board of councillors elected at the local elections in May. The RTS 
was in development well before then, but it is not yet finalised. This means there is even more 
urgency for you to intervene to ensure that the commitments made by your party in the run-up to 
the elections are now reflected in the RTS.  
 
At Get Glasgow Moving’s Public Transport Hustings in Glasgow on 13 April 2022, candidates 
from all the political parties represented on the SPT Board (SNP, Labour, Conservative, Green & 
Liberal Democrat) agreed to use the powers in the Transport Act 2019 if elected. These 
commitments were also backed up with pledges in most local party manifestos. 
 
Once the RTS is agreed, it is then approved by the Transport Minister and becomes a statutory 
document which must be delivered. Get Glasgow Moving met Jenny Gilruth MSP on 18 May 
2022 and she was clear that she expects SPT to take a lead in committing to using the powers in 
the Transport Act 2019. In a follow-up letter she wrote: 
 

“On regional governance, as a model 3 Regional Transport Partnership (RTP), 
SPT will automatically have powers under the Act to run their own bus services 
and can also obtain powers for franchising and coordination of a Bus Service 
Improvement Partnership. We would be supportive of SPT utilising these 
powers and we would encourage RTPs more generally to take initiative 
and provide leadership in their regions.” [emphasis added] 

 

The ball is now in SPT’s court 
 
Utilising these powers will mean SPT no longer needs to stand on the sidelines and politely try to 
‘influence’ private bus companies to improve services. It can enforce these improvements (as 
any self-respecting transport authority should) and, most importantly, regulate and reduce fares.  
 
We are calling on you as a member of the SPT Board to ensure the RTS is revised. 
  

● It is vital that this RTS clearly commits to using the new powers in the Transport 
Act 2019 – for ‘franchising’ and for establishing our own publicly-owned bus 
company for Strathclyde. 
 

● These must not just be described as one ‘Option’ to consider, but instead as the 
foundation for delivering all the RTS’s Targets and Objectives.  

https://tfgm.com/our-buses
https://www.liverpoolcityregion-ca.gov.uk/liverpool-city-region-bus-revolution-moves-another-step-closer/
https://www.getglasgowmoving.org/events/hustings2022/
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Our Recommendations 
 
We need to have a joined up approach across the region to deliver the transformational change 
necessary. We expect the RTS to commit to: 
 

● Re-regulating the existing private bus companies (as Greater Manchester and 
Liverpool City Region are doing) to ensure affordable fares and planned and coordinated 
services which connect seamlessly with our Subway and trains. 
 

● Setting up a new publicly-owned bus company for our region to start taking over 
routes, and providing us with the same great service as Edinburgh’s Lothian Buses  
(a single on publicly-owned Lothian is £1.80, on privatised First Glasgow it’s £2.65!)  
In the short-term, this will ensure we can deliver supported services at low-cost (no longer 
being held to ransom by private operators’ bids) and will open-up new funding sources 
from the Scottish Government – Network Support Grant, National Concessionary Card 
payments and the ScotZEB scheme to buy new electric buses. These are significant 
public subsidies (totalling more than £326million annually) which currently only benefit 
private operators (plus Lothian Buses). 
 

● Implementing Low Emission Zones / Workplace Park Levies at a regional level and 
ring-fencing revenue to pay for expanding and improving the public transport network 
(Nottingham used the Workplace Parking Levy to help build its world-class tram network). 

 
Now that ScotRail has been brought back into public ownership from April 2022, we also expect 
SPT to take back control of all our region’s suburban railways lines, to integrate timetables 

and ticketing with the Subway and our re-regulated bus network. 
 

Fair Fares Now! 
 
We are in a cost of living crisis and our region’s bus fares are some of the most expensive in the 
UK. The RTS must commit to cheaper fares for all (not just for specific groups). We need a 

simple integrated ticket for use on all transport modes with an affordable daily cap, in order to 
help people in poverty and encourage those currently driving to switch to public transport instead.  
 
On buses we need flat-rate ‘hopper’ fare which covers the whole region, like in London – where 
you can travel for up to an hour (covering many miles) for just £1.65. Greater Manchester and 
Liverpool City Region have committed to a £2 flat-fare when re-regulation is complete. Flat-fares 
are vital to ensure that people who live further from town- and city-centres are not further 
disadvantaged. Grant Shapps MP also recently announced that all regional bus fares in England 
will be capped at £2 from October 2022. Our RTS must make similarly bold commitments. 
 
In May we launched a new petition to SPT to demand that you seize the new ‘franchising’ powers 
in the Transport Act 2019, as it’s clear this is the only way you can deliver integrated ticketing 
and cut fares. We intend to continue collecting signatures over the summer and are then 
planning a rally outside SPT offices on 30 September 2022 ahead of your next partnership 
meeting. Please join us and stand with the passengers! 
 
Fair Fares Now! Passenger Lobby at SPT 
Friday 30 September 2022, 9am 
 
If you would like to discuss this please get in touch at: 
info@getglasgowmoving.org 
 
For lots more information and resources see our website: www.getglasgowmoving.org 

https://tfgm.com/our-buses
https://www.liverpoolcityregion-ca.gov.uk/liverpool-city-region-bus-revolution-moves-another-step-closer/
https://www.thetram.net/
https://www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/transport/mayors-one-hour-hopper-fare
https://you.38degrees.org.uk/p/fairfaresnow
mailto:info@getglasgowmoving.org
https://www.getglasgowmoving.org/

